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of the men in the ranks were small farmers.
The whole country had been so raided by the
two armies that it was doubtful whether they
would be able to put in a crop to carry themselves
and their families through the next winter with-
out the aid of the horses they were then riding.
The United Slates did not want them and 1
would, therefore, instruct the officers I left be-
hind to receive the paroles of his troops to let
every man of the Confederate army who claimed
to own a horse or mule take the animal to his
home. Lee remarked again that this would have a
happy effect.

He then sat down and wrote out the following
letter:

HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF NORTH KRNT
VIRCINIA

April y, 1865.

GENERAL: I received your letter of this date
containing the terms of the surrender of the
Army of Northern Virginia as proposed by you.
As they are substantially the same as those ex-
pressed in your letter of the 8th inst., they are
accepted. I will proceed to designate the proper
officers to carry the stipulations into effect.

R. E. LBB,
General.
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